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INTEODUCTION, 


It was originally intended that on the completion of the 
printing of this edition an introdnetion wonld he added, 
giving a resume of the contents of the whole work. This 
*^ivas distinctly promised in the hiief preface which was 
published with the concluding part of Volume II. It 
was then stated that as the Taittiriya Brahmana included 
three Kandas as also a supplement called the AranyaJcaf 
ea-ch of these would form a separate volume of this edition. 
This intention has been only partially carried out. The 
test of the three Kdndas has now been separately pub- 
“"lished and the Aranyalea has appeared as a distinct volume 
with an independent analysis. But at the time of the pub- 
lication of Fasciculus XXIV of the last no analysis 

was ready at hand, and with a view to give an oppor- 
tunity of bringing it out as a part of the volume, three 
pages of the English contents were kept back. It so 
happened, however, that immediately after the publication 
of that Fasciculus, a protracted and painful illness rendered 
it impossibie for me to finish the work in decent time. 
Since then pressing and important work occupied my atten- 
tion and my time, and the remaining pages of the contents, 
and the Analysis were allowed to entirely escape my mind. 
It is after twenty years now that my attention has been 
called to the unfinished work ; but it is too late now to carry 
out the xfinn in all its integrity. Nor is it necessary. The 
publication of an English translation of the Satapatha Brah- 
mana by Mr. Eggeling, in Dr. Max Muller’s excellent series 
of ‘the Sacred Books of the East,’ has already placed the 
substance of the Taittiriya Brdhmana in a very acceptable 
form, and it would be supererogatory to do that work over 
again, and that in a less efficient style. To give to the 


reader a vougli ouffine o£ tlie work imd liowever partially, 

a W.-.W is all that I stall now attempt. 

Bramanas are naually liturgical m clmrac er. They 
were ohriously compiled with a riew to supply guides 

handbooks with the sacred texts or mantras as aiTMged in 
the order of the ceremonials to which they relate. The 
mantras are verses from the hymns of the IJ-ig Veda am 
are in verso hut not oonseoiitively as they oecni m 
original, the verses being detached from their natural order to 
snit particular purposes. The verses are often 
with prose matter, part of which is anecdotal, wlnlo the 
rest is exegetic, explanatory of particular ohs^re terms 
ocGurriii" in tlie Rig verses, or narrative comprising iny is 
relating to the origin of the rites. Liturgical matter is 
always dry, except to the few performers of sacrifices, and 
the myths do not as a general rule relieve the dryness of the 

As already stated, the Taittiriya BrdUmana is divided into 
three Kandm or parts, of which the first is subdivided into 
eight Pra^^tMias, which in their turn are further sub- 
divided into numerous anmaMa. 

The second Kdiufa is subdivided into nine AimmlMS, and 
the third likewise has the same number of sections. Each 
of the AimviUs is devoted to a separate series of rituals, the 

whole comprising the details of the entire circle of the do- 
mestic sacrifices which engaged the attention of the Brdh- 

man a priests of ancient times. 

Adverting to the character of the Brdhmaiias, says Dr, 

Bggeling : 

“ 111 the whole range of literature few works are probably 
less calculated to excite the interest of any outside the very 
limited number of specialists, than the ancient theological, 
writings of the Hindus, known by the name of Bralmianas. 
■For wearisome prolixity of exposition, characterised by dog- 


matic assertion and a flinasy gjinbolisni rattier tiian liy seridus 
reasoning, these works ai*© perhaps not eciimlled anywhere 5 
unless, indeed, it he by the specnlatiYe vapourings of the 
Gnostics, than which, in the opinion of the learned trans- 
lators of Iran^us, ‘ nothing more absurd has probably ever 
been imagined by rational beings/ ”* 

To convey an idea of the jejenne character of the myths 
I shall cite only one instance. In laying down the cause of not 
milking a cow Just confined, we have a myth which says— Cer- 
tain descendants of Aiigirah, the expounder of the 4th Veda^ 
had a lean white milch cow which for want of grass lived 
on the pressed stalks of the soma vine. The sight of this 
grieved the owners much, and they performed a sacrifice 
which brought on plenteous rain every drop of which grew 
up into nutritious vegetables. The pitris besmeared them, 
with poison when the cow was affected and appeared diseased 
before the sacrifieers. They enquired who had caused the 
evil, whereui^on the Pitris said : “ we cosharers of the cere- 
mony have caused this.” The sacrifieers then gave a share of 
the sacrifice to the Pitris who benignantly removed the 
poison. This is followed by another story which says that 
when the cow was fattened by profusion of fodder, the calf 
was let loose and requested by the sacrifieers to drink a little 
milk and leave the rest for sacrifice. The calf refused to 
do so unless they would engage not to milk the cow for the 
first ten days after confinement, and to allow the calf to suck 
for a period equal to one-fifth of the day or night after the 
morning and evening milking. The calf which drinks for a 
longer period is cursed by Euclra, 

As a manual of rituals the first Kdni^ob of the Taittiriya 
Brahmana opens with AgnyddMna or the establishment of 
the household fire. This was the first duty of every house- 
holder and of a Brahman immediately after being invested 

* Eggeling’s Safcaputha Brahmana, Pai’t I, p. ix. 


,vitt the Brahmanioal cord, and mavriage. Every householder 
and his wife had to devote their careful attention to 

tenanee of this fire and to offering to it oblations of butter 

and the cooking thereon of frumenty. The ntaals^regaraing 
these operations are all described in some detai . ^ ^ e seeon 

prapdthaha is devoted to bringing in cattle and milking them 
with a view to produce the two primary articks of sacrifice, 
milk and butter. ’Ilw next pmpathaha, is called Vaja- 
peva, which requires the oblation of fermented soma juice. 
Its details and subsidiary sacrifices take up tbe section and 
the next two cbapters, four and five, are devoted to the treat- 
ment of the soma vine, and a number of subsidiary rituals. 
The last ihi'ee prapdthakas are devoted to the ceremony 
S Bdiasuya or coronation sacrifices, a full description of 
which will be found in my essay on the Delhi Assemblage, 

which occurs in the second volume of my work on the Indo- 

Aryans” (p- 1). Many of the mantras of this^ cere- 
mony and the rituals connected with it are given in the 
latter part of the second The second Kanda of the 

Brtoana is devoted to the details and the mantras of sacri- 
fices on ‘the fire and are technically called Agnihotra, and 
include a number of subsidiary sacrifices, called Dpahomas 
and Savas. These are characterized as invocations to a 
number of particular divinities, as detailed in the table of 


contents of this ^ 

The second section is intended to define what is Agnihotra, 
and in connexion with it an anecdote is related of how Agiii 
and the creation having been produced by Prajapati flew away 
from him, and was chased by their progenitor, who feeling 
fatigued after a long run sat down and from his forehead 
cast away the perspiration which was immediately convert- 
ed itself into clarified butter. Prajapati with the butter in 
hand was doubtful if it were meet for a sacrifice— wiien a 
voice said, « offer tbe oblation.^’ Prajdpati enquired, who 
art thou? ” The voice answered ; “ thy own speech.’' There- 



upon Prajfipati, saying “S valid “Self says” .(S-yo. aho^ 
poured the offering. Hence is the o:^ering poured with the 
^ word Svaha. From that offering man was produced ; a 
second offering produced horses, and successively the animal 
creation generally, and Prajapati was satisfied ; but Agni felt 
grieved. He said, “ he is putting me to wort without giving 
me any share,” and thereupon ran into the belly of Praja- 
pati, and there hid himself. Prajdpati requested him to 
come out; but he refused to do so until he had a share 
assigned to him in the sacrifice. The share thereupon as- 
signed him, is called Agnihotra ~ the hotra “ offering ” due 
to Agni, or the hotra sacrifice intended for Agni. The time 
for making the same is evening, the morning being reserved 
for the sun. 

The first subjects treated of in the third Kd^4<^ are the 
constellations, some of which are auspicious and others the 
contrary. Then we have the rites appropriate during the 
wane and waxing of the moon, Darsa ^aiirnamdsay as well 
as on the full moon and on the new moon. The foui’th 
chapter treats of human sacrifices,'^ and then of a number of 
minor rites with special prayers. Then follow the mantras 
appropriate for the sacrifice of special animals. This is fol- 
lowed by a chapter on expiations and defects in the obser- 
vance and performance of ceremonies. The eighth and 
" ninth Books are devoted to the horse sacrifice, which is the 
grandest ceremony enjoined on householders, especially ap- 
p propriate for kings, and involves a number of rites and cere- 
monies (which are fully detailed in the table of contents) as 
also a number of ovations of different kinds. 


* Seo my Indo-Aryans, Vol. II, p. 49. 
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